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Delegate to Junior - Your AI-Powered Patent Agent

Training Junior takes minutes, not months. It learns to write
like you—in the language and structure your clients expect.
With PhD-level expertise in every field, Junior finds the right
starting point for every draft. It’s your smartest hire.

We made Junior smart. You make it brilliant.



Message from the President

Welcome to the 2025 NAPP Annual Meeting and Conference. We are thrilled that you have come to 
join us in Washington, DC, at the campus of the American University College of Law, for three days of 
networking, learning, and sharing the art of patent practice. We are very thankful to the University for 
sharing their facilities with us. 

I also want to thank the NAPP Annual Meeting Committee, headed by Kirby Drake, for inviting a stellar 
cast of speakers and instructors. They have created an outstanding program and brought a growing 
group of sponsors and exhibitors to Washington. You will find their tools and offerings helpful to your 
practice.
 
NAPP is growing, and we are happy to have you here to grow with us. The NAPP AMC program is 
designed to move each of us to a new level in our craft. This year’s NAPP AMC program features the 
Nuts-and-Bolts of Claim Drafting program, designed to help all levels of patent practitioners improve 
their game. 

As our exhibitors have grown, so has our list of vendors providing discounts for patent practice tools. 
See “Discounts” under the “Benefits” section of the NAPP webpage. 

NAPP is built on volunteers, and I want to thank every one of you for your help, whether it is posting 
on the Forum, evaluating products for our partnership programs, drafting advocacy letters, mentoring, 
or serving on NAPP committees.  As a growing organization, each NAPP volunteer has an oversized 
impact on the patent profession, and I want to invite every member to join a NAPP committee. You can 
make a big difference.

NAPP is also improving our profession through our advocacy program, filing Amicus Briefs, and 
advocating for our profession in Congress and in the USPTO. We are growing our relationships with 
key members of the Senate Judiciary Committee and the USPTO Management team. 
Please stop by and say hi to me and the NAPP Board members during your time in DC. We want to be 
part of your network as it grows through your NAPP membership.

Rich Baker

 
President 
Richard Baker
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Conference Events & Social Activities

Cocktail Reception and 
Dinner 
Wednesday, July 23, 2025 5:15 pm 
American University Washington College of 
Law

Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Patents.
Join us for a lively evening of networking, 
sponsor meet-and-greets, and a fun-filled trivia 
game with prizes—all while enjoying an excellent 
dinner. 

Feature Presentation: Fireside chat with Peter-
Anthony Pappas, Director of IP Policy, U.S. 
Judiciary Committee (Senator Thom Tillis) and 
Moderator: Dan Smith, Patent and Licensing 
Strategist at Lenovo/Motorola

•	 6:00 pm Buffet open 
•	 6:15 pm Welcome from Kirby Drake, 

Conference Planning Chair
•	 6:20 pm Junior sponsor presentation 
•	 6:35 – 6:45 pm Enjoy dinner 
•	 6:45 pm Dan Smith and Peter-Anthony 

Pappas Fireside Chat 
•	 7:15 pm Questions from audience
•	 7:30 pm Trivia answers 
•	 7:30-8:00 pm Network and socialize

Happy Hour Reception
Thursday, July 24, 2025 5:30 pm
American University Washington College of 
Law Atrium

Join us for a dynamic evening of networking, 
delicious heavy hors d’oeuvres, and great 
conversation in a unique and vibrant venue. 
This is the perfect chance to connect with 
fellow professionals in a relaxed and welcoming 
atmosphere at the AU Law Atrium. This event is 
included in your registration fee.

Sunset Sightseeing 
Cruise
Thursday, July 24, 2025 8:00 pm 
(meet in the hotel lobby at 7:15pm)

Watch the sun set as you discover the most 
spectacular views of Washington, DC from the 
Potomac River. Cruises are approximately 45 
minutes. Restrooms on-board.

Enjoy the Refreshment Bar (additional charge): 
Spirits, Beer, Wine, Sodas, and Snacks.

Sites Seen: 
Kennedy Center, Key Bridge, Memorial Bridge, 
Roosevelt Island, Washington Monument, LBJ 
Memorial, Jefferson Memorial, US Capitol, The 
Watergate, Lincoln Memorial, Maritime Memorial, 
Custis-Lee Mansion (Arlington House).

Parking/Transportation:
•	 Uber together to Capitol River Cruises located 

at 
Washington Harbour Georgetown 
3050 K Street N.W.,  
Washington, DC 20007

•	 If you are driving on your own, there is a 
parking garage located at Washington 
Harbour. The name of the parking garage is 
Colonial Parking.
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Register for Cruise Here

Use code ‘group20‘ to receive 
20% off the ticketed price)

Receptions and dinner included with 
registration fee. Sunset sightseeing tour 
is optional and must be purchased on 
your own. 



Your trusted AI patent assistant, to save time and focus where it counts.

Better Patents Faster

www.deepip.ai

Do More With LessReallocate Your Time Immediate Payback

IUteZrated OithiU

Microsoft Word



Time Event

7:00 AM Registration Open

8:00 AM Nuts & Bolts Session* – Claim Drafting Workshop
David Boundy | Pierson Ferdinand PLLC 
David Grossman | Senior Director of Technology Transfer and Industry Collabora-
tion at George Mason University
David Ladner | Ladner Patent Management LLC

8:00 AM Exhibitor Set-up

11:30 AM Lunch and Exhibitors Open (all guests welcome)

12:30 PM Conference Begins

12:30-1:15 PM Passport to Patents: Powering Through the PCT
Megan M. Miller and Jay A. Erstling | Associate Attorney Lathrop GMP LLP, 
Professor Emeritus at Mitchell Hamline School of Law

1:15-2:00 PM A Series of Historical Accidents: Development of American Patent Remedies
Chris Storm | IP Legal Director at Uber Technologies, Inc.

2:00-2:15 PM Break

2:15-3:00 PM Reasonable Royalties & Prosecution: How Patent Drafting Can Affect Damages
Jeff Saltman | Partner at Cole Schotz LLP

3:00-3:30 PM Ethics of Overflow Work
Dan Krueger | Partner at Ramey LLP

3:30-3:45 PM Break

3:45-4:15 PM Patent Litigation Funding
Phillip Goter | Partner at Barnes & Thornburg

4:15-5:15 PM Traps, Gaps and Mishaps: IP Cautionary Case Tales & The Lessons Learned
Emil Ali | Partner at McCabe & Ali, LLP

5:15 PM Cocktail Reception/Visit with Sponsors

6:00 PM Dinner- “Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Patents”
•	 6:00 PM – Buffet Open
•	 6:15 PM – Welcome from Kirby Drake, Conference Planning Chair
•	 6:45 PM – Fireside chat with Peter-Anthony Pappas, Director of IP Policy, U.S. 

Judiciary Committee (Senator Thom Tillis) 
Moderator: Dan Smith, Patent and Licensing Strategist at Lenovo/ Motorola

Wednesday, July 23, 2025
Location: American University Washington College of Law, Grossman Hall

Schedule at a Glance

*Schedule is subject to change*
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Thursday, July 24, 2025
Location: American University Washington College of Law, Grossman Hall

Time Event

7:00 AM Registration Open/Breakfast on your own

8:45-9:30 AM Expert Opinion Declarations in Patent Practice: Benefits and Pitfalls
Jennifer Bales | Partner, Macheledt Bales LLP

9:30-10:00 AM AI and Patent Prosecution
Nalini Mummalaneni | Senior Legal Advisor in the Office of Patent Legal Adminis-
tration (OPLA) at the USPTO

10:00-10:15 AM Break

10:15-11:00 AM Patenting from In House
Greg Kavounas | Principal at Kavounas Patent Law Firm, PLLC

11:00-11:30 AM All Things Revival
Mike Locklar | Principal at Ewing & Jones

11:30 AM-12:00 PM Lunch

12:00-1:00 PM NAPP Annual Meeting and Committee Chair Roundtables

1:00-1:30 PM It’s Like Having Two of Me: Thank You, Qthena!
Kevin Bronson | Patent Attorney Colson Law Group

1:30-2:00 PM Research & Development Tax Credits and Patent Box: The Tax Incentive Bene-
fits No One Seems to Know or Talk About
James D. Bennett | Consultant at InovativSolutions

2:00-2:45 PM Drive to Survive: Prosecution Practices that Drive Value for Clients
Sarah Foley | Founder of Foley IP Law, PLLC

2:45-3:15 PM Zen and the Art of IP Law
Ed Ergenzinger | Founder, Ergenzinger IP Law

3:15-3:30 PM Break

3:30-4:15 PM OED Ethics Update 
Will Covey | USPTO

4:15-5:15 PM USPTO Powers after Loper Bright
Saurabh Vishnubhakat | Professor of Law and Director of the Intellectual Property 
& Information Law Program at the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law

5:15-6:15 PM Happy Hour Reception at American University Law Atrium

6:30 PM Dinner on your own

7:15 PM Meet in the lobby of the Embassy Suites to uber to Capitol River Cruises

8:00 PM Sunset Sightseeing River Tours (Optional)
Location: Capitol River Cruises – Washington Harbour Georgetown

*Schedule is subject to change*
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Friday, July 25, 2025
Location: American University Washington College of Law, Grossman Hall

Schedule at a Glance

Time Event

7:00 AM Registration Open/Breakfast on your own

8:30-9:30 AM How PTAB Judges View Your Patents: Insights Every Prosecutor Needs to 
Know
Kit Crumbley | Partner, Bracewell

9:30-10:00 AM Heard around the NAPP Forum
Tom Bassolino | Founder of Bass Patent Law, LLC

10:00-10:15 AM Break

10:15-11:00 AM Patent Assignments
David Boundy | Partner at Pierson Ferdinand LLP

11:00-11:30 AM Innovation Without Barriers: Creating an Accessible Patent System
Tiffany Johnson | IP Legal Director, Boston Scientific Corporation

11:30 AM-12:15 PM What Every Patent Prosecutor Should Know About PTAB Trials (IPRs & 
PGRs)
Justin Krieger | Managing Partner, Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP

12:15 PM Conference Concludes

•	 Nuts & Bolts program, pre-registration required
•	 13.75 hours of CLE credit available/1.75 of ethics. An additional 3 hours for those who par-

ticipated in the Nuts & Bolts session. Guests will need to fill out an online post-event survey 
to confirm CLE credits

*Schedule is subject to change*
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Take this survey 
NOW to receive 
CLE credits



RAMEY MAKES IT RIGHT

R A M E Y  L L P  I S  A  F U L L - S E R V I C E
I N T E L L E C T U A L  P R O P E R T Y  L A W  F I R M

WWW.RAMEYFIRM.COM

(800) 993-7499
working with an international client base from our
Houston, Texas, office. We are dedicated to
enhancing client results through efficient practice
management, innovative technologies and the use
of skilled professionals. Our sophisticated technical
backgrounds allow us to speak the language of
engineers, doctors, professors, scientists and
inventors. Our personal, knowledgeable approach
puts your experts at ease and prevents key
information from being lost in translation.

Ramey LLP is a proud NAPP sponsor, both of the AMC and of NAPP’s continuing mission to help
patent practitioners flourish and achieve the highest levels of competence in their practice.



Prevent patent pitfalls,
save time, ensure quality.

Drafting

Navigate patent hurdles:
Predict, Avoid, Succeed

Analytics

Standardize responses,
automated prosecution drafting.

Prosecution

Document analysis and text
generation using large language
models

LLM Sandbox

IronCrow AI introduces it’s LLM Sandbox, an AI-powered platform designed for
patent professionals, scoring over 70% on a simulated patent bar exam. The LLM
Sandbox helps you draft applications with unprecedented efficiency while
maintaining full control over quality and style, analyze complex prosecution
histories and prior art through an intuitive chat interface, generate detailed
figure descriptions and patent drawings, and access USPTO and EPO
documents. Unlike rigid, one-size-fits-all tools, its modular design offers full
control and adaptability, acting like an intelligent assistant that enhances
productivity while preserving your unique workflow and legal standards.

AI Tools for Patent Professionals
Enhance your patent practice with cutting-edge AI technology

Strengthen legal strategy by quickly and efficiently analyzing
specific prior art or complex patent prosecution histories,
generating insightful feedback and performing comparative
analysis to support informed decision-making.

Follow our QR to sign up for a free trial.

@IronCrowAIIroncrowipwww.ironcrowai.com



Things to do in 
Washington D.C.

Scan this QR code to see local attractions, museums, 
shopping, sports and outdoor entertainment, etc…

2025 Board of Directors Candidates
Scan here to view the Board of Directors 
candidates

President
Richard Baker 

2024-2027

Vice President
Dan Smith 
2022-2025

Treasurer
Michael Carey 

2024-2027

Secretary
Devin Brennan 

2023-2026

Board Chair
John T. Davis 

2022-2025

Director
Joel Douglas 
2022-2025

Director
Anne Fahrni 
2023-2026

Director
Xhavin Sinha 

2023-2026

Director
Jennifer Bales 

2024-2027

NAPP Board of Directors
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Conference Speakers
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Emil J. Ali is a partner at McCabe & Ali, LLP where 
he focuses his practice on helping lawyers under-
stand their obligations under state and federal law. 
As a registered patent attorney, a significant focus 
of his practice involves advising lawyers and law 
firms on all aspects of the intersection of IP and 
ethics matters. 

Emil’s work includes counseling clients on lateral 
transitions, malpractice avoidance, expert opinion 
and testimony, and respondent’s defense work be-
fore various bars and courts. You can view his mus-
ings on IP ethics issues at www.ipethicslaw.com.

James D. Bennett, II is a Patent Agent/Engineer 
Consultant in Pearland, Texas that provides engi-
neer consultation on legal and technical matters 
and tax and patent law. 

He provides expert witness testimony services, 
patent prosecution, technology licensing, IP port-
folio management and R&D analysis services for 
accounting firms, law firms, the individual inventor, 
universities and small to mid-size businesses.

Jennifer Bales was employed as an engineer with 
Hughes Aircraft Company prior to law school at the 
University of Colorado.

While at Hughes, Jennifer developed systems for 
digital signal processing, image processing and ra-
dar, while attaining a master’s degree in optics from 
University of Southern California. 

Jennifer has extensive experience obtaining and 
enforcing patents in the fields of signal process-
ing, optics, optoelectronics, radar, and lidar. She is 
currently a partner in the intellectual property firm 
Macheledt Bales LLP.

Tom Bassolino is a U.S. patent attorney with over 17 
years of experience, and the founder of Bass Patent 
Law, LLC—a firm based in Frederick, Maryland that 
provides a broad range of patent-related services 
across a variety of technologies. 

Tom’s practice includes drafting, filing, and prose-
cuting U.S., PCT, national stage, and international 
patent applications, as well as other patent-relat-
ed services, including global patent portfolio man-
agement and due diligence, and the preparation of 
noninfringement, invalidity, patentability, and free-
dom-to-operate opinions.

Prior to practicing patent law, Tom worked as a me-
chanical engineer in New York City, eventually at-
tending law school at night before starting his legal 
career in “biglaw.”
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David Boundy is a partner at Pierson Ferdinand LLP. 
Mr. Boundy practices at the intersection of patent 
and administrative law, and consults with other 
firms on court and administrative agency proceed-
ings, including PTAB trials and appeals. 

In 2007–09, Mr. Boundy led teams that success-
fully urged the Office of Management and Budget 
to withhold approval of the USPTO’s continuations, 
5/25 claims, information disclosure statements, and 
appeal regulations under the Paperwork Reduction 
Act. 

In 2018, the Court of Appeals for the Federal Cir-
cuit asked Mr. Boundy to lead a panel of eminent 
administrative law academics and the President’s 
chief regulatory oversight officer in a program at the 
court’s Judicial Conference on administrative law 
issues. Judge Plager recommended Mr. Boundy’s 
article, David E. Boundy, The PTAB is Not an Ar-
ticle III Court, Part 1: A Primer on Federal Agency 
Rulemaking, 10 Landslide (Amer. Bar Assn.) 9-13, 
51-57 (Nov.-Dec. 2017), to the patent bar. 

Another recent article, David Boundy, The PTAB is 
Not an Article III Court, Part 3: Precedential and In-
formative Opinions, 47 AIPLA Q.J. 1 (2019) explains 
the role of sub-regulatory guidance. Mr. Boundy is 
recognized as one of the IAM Worldwide Strategy 
300 and 300 Global Leaders.

Kevin Bronson is a registered patent attorney with 
a B.S. in Biology from St. John Fisher College and 
a J.D. from the University at Buffalo School of Law. 
With a secondary technical background in robotics 
and a talent for both technical writing and illustra-
tion, Kevin offers comprehensive patent services—
from drafting original applications to successfully 
prosecuting complex reissue matters. His practice 
also includes licensing work with universities and 
interfacing with federal programs for project fund-
ing. A former college lacrosse player, Kevin is also a 
proud husband and father, bringing the same disci-
pline and commitment from the field to every client 
engagement. He loves the Buffalo Bills and a sunny 
day on the course.
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936-718-5679

richard@patentdesigns.net

patentdesigns.net

Never RUSH charges for next day drawings

Team members are ready discuss drawings anytime

Average 3 Day completion of drawings

3 Tier Review Procedure

 for pricing guide and sample workwww.patentdesigns.net

With 30 years of service and experience, our incredible
team of Coordinators, Drafters and Checkers are ready
to assist you and your team with any Utility, Design or
Trademark drawings that you may have.
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Will Covey is the Acting Deputy Under Secretary 
of Commerce for Intellectual Property and Acting 
Deputy Director of the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO). He serves as the prin-
cipal advisor to the Under Secretary of Commerce 
for Intellectual Property and Director of the USPTO, 
advising the Director and carrying out the agency’s 
policies, priorities, and programs.

Most recently, Mr. Covey was the Chief Advisor to 
the Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual 
Property and Director of the USPTO. He supported 
the Office of the Under Secretary and the USPTO 
on a wide variety of policy and operational matters.

Previously, Mr. Covey served as the Deputy General 
Counsel and Director for the Office of Enrollment 
and Discipline (OED) at the USPTO. Mr. Covey was 
responsible for ensuring that the nation’s patent 
attorneys and agents are of good moral character 
and sufficiently knowledgeable to practice before 
the USPTO. 

Mr. Covey’s team of attorneys and other profes-
sionals developed and administered a registration 
examination designed to measure an applicant’s 
knowledge of patent law and practice. Successful 
applicants were registered to practice by OED. In 
addition, OED investigated complaints of unethical 
conduct made against individuals practicing patent 
or trademark law before the USPTO.

Kit Crumbley is an intellectual property litigation 
partner with the Austin office of Bracewell, with a 
particular focus on post-grant validity challenges at 
the PTAB and the appeals of those proceedings.

From 2012 to 2023, Kit served as an Administrative 
Patent Judge, including nearly seven years in PTAB 
leadership as a Lead Administrative Patent Judge. 
During his 11-year tenure with PTAB, he participated 
in more than 400 panels deciding the outcome of 
AIA petitions and ex parte appeals, and he person-
ally authored over 100 decisions on institution and 
more than 70 final written decisions. 

He also frequently advised agency leadership and 
was deeply involved in significant PTAB and agency 
reform efforts, including PTAB’s Consolidated Tri-
al Practice Guide, rulemaking on motions to amend 
and decision-making procedures.

Prior to being appointed to PTAB, Kit served for 
nearly a decade as a trial attorney with the Intellec-
tual Property Section of the Department of Justice’s 
Civil Division, defending the government in patent 
litigation suits before the US Court of Federal Claims 
and appeals before the Federal Circuit. 

He is a graduate of the University of Virginia School 
of Law and earned degrees in Chemistry and Politi-
cal Science from Rice University.



Sarah Foley is a registered U.S. patent attorney with 
over 18 years of experience counseling clients in all 
areas of intellectual property law. 

Over the course of her career, Ms. Foley has helped 
clients protect innovation in areas such as mobile 
device software and hardware, IoT and connected 
systems, image and natural language processing, 
network architecture, virtual and augmented reality, 
AI and computer learning, aerospace, aeronautics, 
robotics, autonomous vehicle systems, machinery, 
automotive and mechanical technologies.

In 2023 she founded Foley IP Law, PLLC, a boutique 
Intellectual Property Law firm, and now manages an 
experienced team of IP professionals serving clients 
around the world.
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Ed  Ergenzinger, JD, PhD, is a patent attorney and 
mental health advocate with 25 years of experience 
in the practice of patent law. His interest in men-
tal health issues stems from his doctoral training 
in neuroscience and his personal experience liv-
ing with bipolar I disorder, an anxiety disorder, and 
complex PTSD. 

He has a solo practice and also serves as senior 
counsel to boutique firms in Washington D.C. and 
New York City. Ed is also an adjunct professor at 
Wake Forest Law where he developed and teaches 
the upper-level seminar: Mental Health and the Le-
gal Profession.

Jay’s career spanned law practice, teaching, and 
international service. He served as expert witness, 
consultant, and advisor in litigation involving the 
PCT, Paris Convention, and other treaties before 
US, foreign, and international tribunals. Earlier, Jay 
was Director of the Office of the PCT at WIPO in 
Geneva, Switzerland, where he was responsible for 
reforming the PCT legal framework and expanding 
the PCT system. 

Jay continues to share his perspectives on interna-
tional IP as a Professor Emeritus at Mitchell Hamline 
School of Law, and a visiting professor at the Vy-
tautas Magnus University Faculty of Law in Lithu-
ania and the KDI Graduate School of Public Policy 
and Management in Korea. 

He co-authored The Practitioner’s Guide to the PCT 
(first edition with Sam Helfgott and Dave Reed; re-
vised edition with Megan Miller), published by the 
ABA, and he is a frequent speaker on issues in in-
ternational IP policy.

Phillip advises entrepreneurs on innovation with 
an eye toward commercialization and monetization 
of their intellectual property. While he has litigated 
cases for and against patent owners, he most often 
represents patent owners and frequently on a con-
tingent or funded basis. 

Having worked for one of the world’s largest liti-
gation funders, he is very familiar with the funding 
market and requirements of a strong funding op-
portunity.



Partner Sponsor

Sign up today to get your free 

credit and discount code using 

your NAPP membership

https://chekable.com/

nipun@chekable.com

Strategize with 

AI assistant

Brainstorm on different 

claim strategies, 

structures, embodiments, 

broadening statements, 

definitions and any 

technical aspect of the 

invention. 

Never miss a 

reference label

Let AI comb through all the 

reference labels to write 

comprehensive 

specifications that helps 

avoiding 112 issues. 

Simply prompt the AI to 

describe any part number.

Granular control 

at every step

Use 12 AI agents working 

cooperatively in the 

background keeping all 

your information aligned. 

SpecialiLed prompt 

windows with section  

expertise simplify your 

prompting experience. 
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David Grossman is a seasoned leader in inno-
vation and intellectual property, currently serv-
ing as the Senior Director of Technology Trans-
fer and Industry Collaboration at George Mason 
University. With a unique background spanning 
law, engineering, entrepreneurship, and educa-
tion, David has successfully bridged the gap be-
tween academic research and industry impact. 
  
He has prosecuted and monetized hundreds of pat-
ents—many to major multinational corporations—
and has played key roles in several successful start-
ups and nonprofit ventures. David also supervises 
pro bono patent cases at the Glushko-Samuelson In-
tellectual Property Law Clinic at American University. 
  
Previously, he was Vice President of Intellectu-
al Property at Ofinno LLC and an Adjunct Pro-
fessor of Law at George Mason’s Antonin Scal-
ia Law School. He has served as President of the 
National Association of Patent Practitioners and 
as Research Editor for The Journal of the As-
sociation of University Technology Managers. 
  
Earlier in his career, David led avionics and software 
development for rocket and satellite programs, in-
cluding NASA’s X-34 rocket plane, and even de-
signed toys for Fisher-Price. He holds a J.D., magna 
cum laude, from American University Washington 
College of Law, and a B.S. in Electrical Engineering 
from Penn State.

Tiffany Johnson is the IP Legal Director at Boston 
Scientific Corporation (BSC), where she supports 
the Neuromodulation Division. Before joining BSC, 
she was a Patent Attorney at The Estée Lauder 
Companies in New York. Prior to going in-house, 
Tiffany was an associate at IP boutique firms and 
an examiner at the USPTO. Tiffany earned her law 
degree from Texas Southern University, Thurgood 
Marshall School of Law and holds a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Mechanical Engineering from Texas A&M 
University.

Greg Kavounas has been a patent attorney for over 
30 years, of which 10 were in various in-house po-
sitions, defining the patenting of an operating com-
pany. He has authored the book Patent Ready, and 
has published articles in the industry about how to 
patent more robustly and how company manage-
ment should think about patenting.

Justin Krieger serves as the Managing Partner for 
Kilpatrick’s Denver Office. He is a first chair IPR lit-
igator with an over 90% win rate representing both 
petitioners and patent owners. Mr. Krieger also 
serves as an adjunct professor at the University 
of Denver Sturm College of Law, where he teach-
es a course of PTAB litigation. Justin is a frequent 
speaker on PTAB practice and was named “Peo-
ple’s Choice” Best IP Litigator in 2021 and 2024 by 
Law Week Colorado.
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With his doctoral degree in Electrical Engineering, 
Dan is able to perform in even the most complex 
areas of technology. He has earned the respect and 
loyalty of clients in many fields including computer 
architecture, software engineering, digital commu-
nications, coding, seismic data processing, oil field 
drilling technology and well logging. 

Dan is highly skilled in patent prosecution, opinion 
work, litigation support and “design-around” assis-
tance. Dan also performs due-diligence and free-
dom-to-operate searches and assists his clients in 
developing strategic patent portfolios.

David W. Ladner earned his B.S. in Chemistry from 
The Pennsylvania State University and a Ph.D. in 
Synthetic Organic Chemistry from the University 
of Georgia, where he worked under the direction of 
Professor Richard K. Hill.

Following two postdoctoral research associate po-
sitions, first at the University of Washington with 
Dr. Niels Andersen and then at Syntex, S.A. with Dr. 
Joseph Muchowski, Dr. Ladner became a Research 
Chemist with American Cyanamid in Princeton, NJ.  

He designed, carried out and directed the synthe-
sis of organic compounds useful for crop protection 
and is himself a named inventor on more than 20 
U.S. patents. At Cyanamid he served as Group Lead-
er, Senior Group Leader and a Research Manager in 
the Herbicide Discovery Section and was awarded 
the Cyanamid Scientific Achievement Award for his 
role in designing potent, selective, and short resid-
ual herbicides. 

Dr. Ladner became a Registered Patent Agent in 
2000 and was appointed as the Patent Liaison in 
Chemical Research for Bayer Pharmaceuticals in 
West Haven, CT. He was responsible for drafting 
and assembling patent applications covering com-
pounds useful in the treatment of Cancer, Diabetes, 
Obesity and Osteoporosis. During that time, he also 
earned an M.B.A. in Pharmaceutical Management 
from Fairleigh Dickinson University.

Following positions as the in-house Manager of 
Intellectual property at a number of small pharma-
ceutical and diagnostic companies, Dr. Ladner es-
tablished Ladner Patent Management LLC in 2009, 
where he continues to provide services to individual 
inventors and smaller startup Pharmaceutical and 
Biotechnology companies. His practice includes 
acting as a virtual in-house patent manager and 
preparing and prosecuting new patent applications.
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Michael G. “Mike” Locklar represents clients in a va-
riety of fields, including chemicals, oil & gas, soft-
ware, computers and computer hardware, electron-
ics, consumer products, and medical devices. 

In his 23 years of IP practice, Mike’s practice has 
included litigation, prosecution, and transactional 
work.

Megan Miller is an attorney in Lathrop’s Intellectu-
al Property practice group, where she helps clients 
navigate the full spectrum of IP and privacy law 
with a focus on strategic protection and growth. 
Her practice spans patents, trademarks, technol-
ogy transactions, and data privacy across diverse 
industries including AI, pharmaceuticals, medical 
devices, and consumer products. 

Megan brings a unique perspective to her legal 
work, having started her career as an IP paralegal, 
which gives her a practical, business-minded ap-
proach to advising clients. A cum laude graduate of 
Mitchell Hamline School of Law,

Megan sharpened her legal skills as a research as-
sistant and executive editor of Cybaris: An Intellec-
tual Property Law Review. She is a frequent speak-
er on patent and IP topics and currently serves as 
Chair of the Hennepin County Bar Association’s 
New Lawyers Section.

Nalini Mummalaneni is a Senior Legal Advisor in the 
Office of Patent Legal Administration (OPLA) at the 
USPTO. In this position, she drafts rule packages, 
memoranda, and associated guidance on topics 
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